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materials to enlarge upon concerning that part of our
Bishop's history. Then he takes little or no notice ol
circumstances of time and place, or the names of per-
sons ; these he omits as things of no moment. In-
deed, he has been so good as to inform us of Gregory's
native city and country, and that he studied some
time, as he says, at Alexandria ; but he does not let
us know where Gregory was acquainted with Origen,
whether at Alexandria or at Caesarea. He docs not
inform us of the Temple where Gregory lodged and
silenced the demon; neither where it stood, nor to
what god it was dedicated. He has not so much as
once mentioned the name of the Priest who was con-
verted in so extraordinary a manner; nor has he
mentioned the name of any one of the many persons,
subjects of Gregory's miraculous works.'* " Possibly
it will be said," he continues, " that it was contrary to
the-rules of rhetoric to be more particular in an ora-
tion. If that be so, and all that Nyssen aimed at was
to entertain his hearers or readers with a fine piece of
oratory, we must consider it as such; but then, though
it may afford us some good entertainment, it will
hardly be a ground for much faith ; for a story to be
amusing is one thing, to be credible is another." But
is there no refuge from the rostrum on the one hand,
and the witness-box on the other ? Must a style be
either rhetorical or controversial ? May it not be eccle-
siastical? However, Lardner grants that the miracle